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Agriculture in a Basket

Target Audience:

First through third grade Students

Statement of Purpose or Objectives:

1. Identify the different aspects of agriculture in our world.
2. Introduce components of common foods.
3.Analize the non-traditional agricultural around us.

Equipment, Supplies, and Other Resources:

! “Picnic Farm”
! Checkered Picnic Blanket
! Large Picnic Basket
! Lunch bags
! Artificial tree
! Sandwich Materials-bread, cheese, tomato, lettuce, and meat (turkey, beef, ham.)
! Drinks- milk, apple juice containers
! Cookies- real to hand out and a model
! Handouts: Writing about a picnic.

! Handout: Puzzle

! Evaluation form

Reference:

Children’s book “Picnic Farm” written by Christine Morton and Sarah Barringer.

Show Me Standards Addressed:

••••    Communication Arts 1 – Speaking and writing standard English
••••    Communication Arts 4 - Writing formally
••••    Science 8 - Impact of science, technology and human activity on resources and the

environment.



Procedures and learning activities

Introduction: This lesson was taught at John Glenn Elementary, an elementary school in the
Savannah R-III school district. All 2nd grade classes in the school were invited to participate in
our picnic. Savannah FFA members participating on the Agricultural Sales team conducted the
activities.

Activity 1: Prior to the arrival of the Savannah team the second grade students were
given the opportunity to write about what they would take on a picnic. An example of a
student’s work can be found in the appendix.

Motivation: The Savannah team introduced the lesson by reading a book titled Picnic Farm
Christine Morton and Sara Barringer. At this time probing questions were asked and eventually
students of the second grade class decided to go on an imaginary picnic in the gym. The
Savannah team allowed the learners to choose the activity so that the learners felt more involved
in the learning process. Every student received a paper bag with his or her own picnic
ingredients.

Statement of Objectives: The members of the team told the students that today they we are
going to talk to them about agriculture and how agriculture is “All around- up and down” and
we stated that today our setting is going to be a picnic.

Activity 2: Students at this time are instructed on putting together their sandwich parts
and this is giving the students hands on experience. The materials discussed at the picnic
are found on the next two pages and questions that lead to the learners inquiring into the
information rather than instructed in the subject mater.

Appling the subject matter: After we discussed every item at our picnic we gave the students
the opportunity to practice what we talked about

Activity 3: A puzzle was given to each student. It can be found in the appendix. The
puzzle reviewed where items at our picnic came from and how the items were involved
in the field of agriculture.

Conclusion: To conclude the activity we played a pick up game and put all the pieces back into
the bags. We stressed conservation of the park grounds and cleaning up our area.

Activity 4: For the final activity the students were instructed to pick up the parts of the
sandwich that related to the part of agriculture that we held up.



Teaching / Learning Activities

Item Questions to ask. What we want them to learn.

Tree
How do trees affect us? Give a few examples such as breathing and

animal homes. Then ask if they have any other
ideas. Explain how their ideas relate to
agriculture. Talk about how important trees are
and why we must protect them through
conservation.

Blanket
What animal has wool? Did
you know that this blanket is
made of wool?

Explain how farmers shear off sheep’s wool
and send it to be made into cloth. Tell about the
different steps in making the cloth. The wool is
spun on a big wheel to make the cloth. The
cloth is then dyed to make it different colors.
After all that has taken place the blanket is sent
to a store for us to buy.

Basket
Does this basket have
anything in common with any
other product we’ve already
talked about today? Does
anybody know what this
basket is made of?

Talk about the fact that the wood to make the
basket is a by-product of the tree. Ask if
anybody can think of anything else that is made
of wood. Then explain how their responses
relate to agriculture.

Apple
Juice

Here’s a silly question. Can
anybody tell us what fruit we
get apple juice from? Has
anyone ever tried to make
apple juice?

Talk about how apple juice is made. Tell how
complicated machines crush the apples to
squeeze out the juice. Explain that a series of
machines creates the fun juice. These people
that run the machines are involved in
agriculture.

Lettuce
What do you eat lettuce on? Tell about the different uses of lettuce, such as

on sandwiches and in salads. Show the
students a picture of a head of lettuce. Talk
about how people actually have to pull each
leaf off and take the core out so that we can
have lettuce.

Milk
What kind of animal supplies
most of the milk that we
drink?

Show picture of a Holstein cow and tell that
most of our milk comes from these cows. Tell
about all the processes that have to occur for
our milk, from the cow to the store.



Bread
What is the first thing you
have to have to make a
sandwich? Where does your
bread come from? Does
anybody know what bread is
made of?

Instruct students to make their own sandwich
from their bags as we are making ours. Tell that
making bread to put on your sandwich takes
lots of people working together. Tell about what
bread is made of starting with the wheat. Show
a picture of wheat in the field. Then go into the
parts of the bread and where they come from,
such as eggs. As you are telling about the
different parts pass around a plastic bag with
bread in it for them knead. Explain to the
students that after they’re done squeezing the
bread it will be ready to bake.

Meat
What does the meat on our
sandwich come from?

The meat should be talked about carefully, try
not to alarm the students. Talk about what kind
of animal each meat is related to, such as ham
is related to pigs.

Cheese
Does cheese come directly
from a cow, like milk, or is it
made? Does anybody know
how cheese is made?

Start by telling that cheese is a by-product of
milk. Talk about the many different things we
eat that started out as milk. Tell about the
process that produces cheese from the milk
form the cow to the grocery store.

Tomato
Do you like tomatoes? Does
anybody have any funny
stories about tomatoes?

Show picture of a tomato plant and explain that
tomatoes grow on vines. Explain that tomatoes
start out as seeds planted by the farmer.

Grapes
What fruit can be purple or
green and is made of lots of
little balls?

Talk about how grapes are grown on a vine like
the tomatoes we talked about. Explain how
special farmers grow the grapes and other
farmers harvest them.

Cookie
What is your favorite kind of
cookie? Do you want to learn
about chocolate chip
cookies? Do you know what
goes into a chocolate chip
cookie?

Start by explaining to students that the first
thing you need to make cookies is flour, which
is made from wheat, the same thing that is in
our bread. Tell that another ingredient that we
used in our bread, the eggs are also in our
cookies. There is also butter in our cookies, a
by-product of the milk we talked about. Another
ingredient that we haven’t mentioned, that is in
our cookies is sugar. Ask students if they knew
that sugar comes from a plant. Finish by saying
that the chocolate chips are our last
ingredients. Ask a student if they knew that
chocolate actually comes from a plant. Show a
picture of a chocolate plant.


